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Reflections
from
Fr. Bill – Priest-in-Charge

Susan and I just returned from a wonderful trip to Alaska. There were many amazing things to see and do, but I found myself particularly taken with an encounter with one
of our tour guides. We were on a nature hike and she certainly knew her stuff, pointing
out the varieties of berries, the different trees, the interrelationship between plants and animals. But her own story was equally fascinating. She and her family are typical of
many Alaskans who live what is called a subsistence life. This does not mean that that
they barely eke by, but rather that they live off the land, hunting, fishing and farming in
order to acquire the food they need. It was a life that seemed to suit her.
I found myself thinking about many of Jesus’ parables. They often used images
from farming (“A sower went out to sow”, the parable of the lost sheep). This imagery
would have spoken to his hearers in ways that may not speak to us. His hearers were intimately connected with subsistence living – raising their own food, and being at the mercy of the weather. It’s the kind of life that can make us very aware of just how much is
beyond our control, and how dependent we are on God and our neighbor.
Here at St. Simon’s we live another kind of subsistence life. Our numbers are
small; we barely pull in enough money to pay the bills. And so we may tend to want to
hunker down and just keep things going. What I learned from our guide was that she
didn’t consider her life small or diminished; indeed she seemed to find it rich. And she
took time out of that life to share her knowledge with people like us, so that our Alaskan
experience might be richer.
So the challenge for St. Simon’s is: how do we remain connected to the larger life
of our community and the world? We can’t do much on our own. But as we look beyond
our walls, we will find that there are others who wish to partner with us so that together
we can be a witness to God’s abundant love. That is what the recasting process is all
about – generating a vision that will help us find new life, not only for ourselves but for
those around us.
God’s Peace be with you.
Fr. Bill Scrivener+
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From The Desk
of the Senior Warden
Rosie Holloway
Stewardship Theme
Jesus is an Investment
"that never loses interest"
"Power of Spiritual Investment"
The financial investments we make may benefit us in a number of ways,
but it will never guarantee us salvation. For the sake of financial gains, many
have forsaken the way of the Word and lusted for the things of the world.
In our quest for financial gains, many of us have become one with the
world. The scripture clearly states, "No one can serve two masters.
Either he will hate the one or love the other, or he will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money”. (Matt 6:24).
The challenge that confronts us is that we serve either God or money.
The decisions we make now will determine where we spend eternity.
In the book of Hebrews, the Word of God states, "Keep your lives free
from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has
said, Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you”.
(Heb 13:5).
The promises God made in His Word will always be kept, and the pledges
that we make to God have to be fulfilled too.
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"Do not store up for yourself treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy and where thieves do
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will also
be”. (Matt 6:19-21).
We can multiply our spiritual wealth by praying more to God and by
praying for the salvation of the lost. If we strive to live life to the fullest for
Christ, our reward in heaven will far exceed our expectations. The investment
we make in the spiritual will benefit us spiritually.
Trusting in Jesus is living your life with Hope.
1 Ambrose J. Clarke, Founder President Ambrose Foundation in Christ
Ministries, Kohima Nagaland, India

Submitted by: Rosie Holloway

4

The Grapevine >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>October, November, December 2017

A CHRISTIAN ATTITUDE TOWARD MONEY
God loves a cheerful giver. Have you ever been tempted to respond,
when that verse is cited, "Are you kidding? Who wants to give cheerfully?"
There is a more precise translation from Greeks of that word "cheerful". The
word is "hilarious." Giving with hilarity! How different from our typical reaction, "What's my share?"
When the subject of money is mentioned in church circles, many try to
pretend it doesn't exist, or that we shouldn't acknowledge its presence if it
does exist.
Some Christians view money as "the root of all evil" instead of trying to
redeem it by using it in the service of Christ. Money is only a medium of exchange. In and of itself it has no value. The way we use it is crucial. What
will our attitude be? Wisely it has been pointed out there are three kinds of
giving: grudge giving, duty giving, and thanks giving.
Grudge giving says, "I have to"
Duty giving says, "I ought to”
Thanks giving says, "I want to"
In grudge giving, the motive is compulsion. It is required. Giving is a
burden rather than a privilege.
In duty giving, the motive is obligation: it is a duty and not a delight.
But Thanks giving comes from joy, spontaneously from a full heart.
In grudge giving nothing much is really given, for the gift without the
giver is bare. Duty giving is better than no gift at all, admittedly, but there is
no song, no joy. In thanks giving there is the open heart: love is the measure
of the willingness to give.
Giving is an indicator of our relationship to God, our concerns for others, our own inner happiness. Look at each style of giving.
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For the grudge giver, God's relationship to us is one of constraint. God is
seen as a police or truant officer. The Ten Commandments are a strait-jacket
instead of an avenue to fuller life. The Church is a joyless institution there to
condemn us if we err or fail to attend. Our giving therefore reflects the attitude, “There's no way out. I guess I'll have to, but I'll give as little as I can get
away with." Grudge givers are not much fun in life - nor in the church. If you
find yourself giving with a grudge, stop immediately. Do not give again until
you can give freely, joyfully, spontaneously.
Fortunately most Christians do not give grudgingly, but many do give
from a sense of duty and thereby lose the fun of giving. True, the recipient is
benefited, but is the giver? Such a giver often has a dutiful relationship to
God. They worship God because it is their duty, just as they pay their taxes
on serve on the jury. Our relationship to God should be a joy, not a duty.
What a difference between giving as a duty and giving as a delight. "Oh
dear, it's my brother's birthday. Guess I ought to give him a present. Oh well,
have a case of his favorite liquor sent." Contrast this with, "hey it's Sam’s
birthday. Think I’ll have a surprise party and invite his favorite friends" –
followed by all the fun that goes into such a party and its planning. So, our
relationship to God - and our giving to God's work - can be a duty or it could
become a delight.
Thanks giving comes spontaneously since God is the giver of all; we are
merely sharing or returning what has been given to us. Giving and receiving
must be a healthy balance, as Psychiatrist Karl Menninger pointed out in his
book The Vital Balance. That vital balance is maintained, not when we isolate
and insulate ourselves from joys and sorrows of others, but as we share in
their hurts and their hopes. The committed Christian knows not to be a miser
on the one hand nor an irresponsible spender on the other, so we achieve that
vital balance in our giving. Here the Christian faith makes the difference, revealing us as sinners often unable to control our impulses, yet also as altruists
willing to sacrifice so that others may grow or live. Therefore we give with
thanks, not grudging or from mere duty.
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TITHING THE HEART OF THE MATTER
Once upon a time, a young man with a troubled heart came to Jesus,
“Rabbi" he said, "what must I do to inherit the kingdom?" Follow the commandments. Jesus told him. The young man had done this, and told Jesus so.
Jesus looked at this well-dressed, yet troubled young man and liked what he
saw. The man was respectful and well-mannered, and his eyes showed a deep
questing for truth. But the man seemed to be missing something. "One thing
you lack." Jesus said. Go, sell what you have, give to the poor, and come and
follow me. The young man could not do this, and went away. This saddened
Jesus, for he loved the young man.
There are resources in our congregations to do anything we choose to
do, yet there are people who go away from us sorrowing, angry, or frustrated,
because they cannot, or will not, give. I have seen parishioners spend hundreds of hours working at bazaars and fairs, trying to coax money from the
community, when their own tithes would garner much more money than a
bake sale ever could, and would do so with much less effort. The fact that it
seems easier to let someone else pay to keep our congregation going leads me
to believe that we, like the rich young ruler in the gospel, suffer from a spiritual disease.
Until we can deal with our possessions, we never can reach out to others. Evangelism and stewardship are intimately joined. We must be willing to
share our faith with others, and it is our privilege to work pray, and give for
the spread of the kingdom of God. But, perhaps we should work on stewardship first, for until we can understand ourselves and our relationship with
God, we will have nothing to share with others.
I define stewardship as everything we do after we have said yes to God.
Three concepts are key to stewardship: creation, mystery and redemption.
Stewardship must be seen first in terms of creation. God made all things,
holds all things in being at all moments in time, and God will call for the return of all things.
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We are the care takers of matter, which belongs to God. The paper on
which I write, the pen I use, the money I spend, the children who live with
my wife and me, all come from God, belong to God and return to God. I need
to be very careful with my use of the possessive pronoun. All things, all people, and indeed, the air we breathe is on loan from God.
Stewardship is a mystery. All of life is a mystery. It is mysterious that
someone could love me and commit herself to me in marriage for life. It is a
mystery that genes and chromosomes are reproduced and passed from generation to generation. It is a mystery that God became a human in Jesus, and is
represented to us continually in bread and wine, in word and sacrament. It is a
mystery that people continue to find comfort in their liturgies, ill-prepared
sermons, half-heartedly sung music. It is a tragic mystery that people kill each
other: that people persist in the use of drugs: that we persists in thinking that
more money, clothes, gadgets, and weapons bring us inner peace.
Stewardship is redemptive. God promises me eternal life. That promise
was pledged at my baptism and is lived out by God's grace given each day.
The life of grace which I am called to live is my response to God's gift. I
cannot pay God back, nor can I bribe God to give me more of what was given. God's gift is full and complete. I return my gifts to God not because God
needs them but because I need to give. As a child gives unneeded dandelions
to a parent, I give my tithes to God; not out of duty, but out of love. It is the
least I can do, because God has given me all things.
As with every mystery, God gives us an outward sign to help us appropriate the inward grace. As bread and wine signify the reality of the presence
of the risen Christ in our midst, the tithe is an outward sign of the mystery of
giving. The mystery is that God continued to love me no matter what I give
back or keep to myself. The mystery is that I keep on struggling with this love
affair I have with God even though I know the stakes are high and the worldly advantages are not the best.
Tithing puts flesh only commitment. It shows that I attempt to believe
that all things are owned by God. It shows that attempt to live into the mys8
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tery of my relationship with God. And tithing shows that I will not allow others to pay for my faith through their purchase of my leftover junk at the garage sale. To pay for missionaries in Honduras, to keep the lights on in the parish, or to make sure that the rector gets a living wage, I have to tithe. This I
must do, because our Lord had me in mind when he said: "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." I have been purchased with a price of
Calvary, and nothing I give can increase the value of that gift. But I do know
that my sacrificial gift to God is a sign that God has gotten to my heart.

HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH
I grew up in the Episcopal Church. In the congregation I attended, I
recall that toward the end of the year a copy of the projected budget was published and then little boxes of envelopes appeared.
What are they for I asked, and was told, "They are for your offering." I
noticed children put a coin in those little envelopes and adults put a one-dollar
bill.
In quick succession three major events occurred in my life; I graduated
from college, I went to work and I got married. It was a time of high motivation and optimism. I needed to do well, to be included. And, not least among
these needs was being active in our local parish church. I did not have to
wait long. The Every Member Canvas chairman needed canvassers and
asked if I would be interested. I leaped at the chance as a way to become
more accepted in that community of faith.
"Come on by the Parish House about 2:00 Sunday afternoon," he
said, and you can pick up your cards." Promptly at 2:00 p.m. I arrived and
was given the names of five persons to call on. The instruction I received
was very simple: "Good Luck!"
Full of enthusiasm, I approached the first home on my list. The man
was cutting his grass so I waited at the edge of the street until he made the
swing around my way. I explained to him that I was from the parish, that I
9
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was calling for the Every Member Canvass, and would he please make a
pledge and sign his card. To my dismay, he said that he wasn't interested, and
not only did he not turn the engine off the mower, he didn't even put it on
idle!
My own quest for an understanding of Christian stewardship began at
that point. Having grown up among Southern Baptists, I had heard of tithing,
but knew nothing of it or why it was a part of the teaching of that church. All
I knew was that they seemed to believe in stewardship. I was determined to
research the Bible about it. Turning to the Old Testament, I found the first
mention of the subject in Genesis with more in Leviticus and Deuteronomy.
It states that annually the first tenth of the yield of your lands and your herds
shall be given to the Lord. And it was law.
I found that the New Testament teaching was different. At no point in
the New Testament does Jesus impose the tithe as a law, but he asks for a
total giving of our lives. He appeals not to the law but to our hearts. Jesus
asks us to give and to share out of love.
Following Jesus' teaching, Paul calls us from believing that we can save
ourselves by works because we no longer live under law but under grace.
The stewardship of money was becoming clearer to me: I am to give
and share myself and my possessions because I love God, and because all I
have comes from God. I am a steward-one who cares for and shares all of
God's gifts. I remember thinking, "WOW!"
As this understanding of stewardship became clearer, it led me to ask,
"How much am I to Share?" Since all that I have comes from God. Then am I
to share 100 percent of my money? If I did that, I could not take of my family. Then how much is enough? How much is God expecting me to share? In
attempting to answer that crucial question the apostle Paul came to my rescue! He knew we could not give or share 100% because of the imperfection
of our human nature, but we need some kind of norm or standard. Not a law,
but a guide. What better standard could there be that the tithe!
To see the tithe as a standard instead of a law set me free. The tithe as
standard is something which I can freely accept for myself. I do this gladly,
10
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and understand that when I reach the point where a tenth of what I have is
given away, I would seek to continue beyond that point. Best of all, I know
my salvation does not hinge on my tithing or exceeding a tithe or even giving
less than a tithe!
How then does one begin? What I discovered was that you begin where
you are. That meant simply to look at the portion that you were giving and to
determine what percentage of your income that represented. In my case, it
represented less than a tithe, and I devised a plan of percentage increases over
a number of years that would bring me to at least ten percent.
Since then my family and I have gone beyond that. This is called "Proportionate giving'" using the tithe as a standard. It agrees with the teachings
of scripture and with the history and experience of the Christian Church. I
found a real sense of freedom and less guilt about money. There is a blessedness in giving out of love. Above all I found that my decision about giving
has everything to do with my commitment to Jesus as Lord of my life.
Submitted by: Rosie Holloway
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PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY,
Joe Dorris, Team Leader

Parish Health Ministry/Community Garden
The garden produced enough fresh vegetables to supply the parishioners each
Sunday from June to September. We also served the community several days
throughout the summer, and as people stopped in looking for vegetables.

The kids showed excitement in seeing various vegetables grow. Each left
with a vegetable of some type, cucumber, corn or tomatoes.
We are in the process of closing the garden for the winter…cleanup time!
The 2018 future of the garden is uncertain, we need more help.
12
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Parish Health Ministry- we continue to reach out to the sick and
shut-ins with cards and phone calls.
Blood Pressure screening is going
well every 2nd Sunday after the service.

St. Monica’s Summer Program
Kids exploring the Garden

Submitted by: Joe Dorris
Team Leader
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CELEBRATING WITH THE SAINTS

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Atiya Hughes
Travontae Headen
Darius Jenkins
Jennifer Rowell
Robert Smith

Frank Carr
Quinn Rainey
Georgianna Ruff
Rosie Holloway
Warren Foster

Megan Morgan
Quincy Rainey
Stella Tooson
Pamela Bennett

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Arianna Williams
Grace Glover
Beatrice Dorris
Clark Cowan

Valencia L. Cooper
Kyla Smith
Blair Bennett
Richard Stewart

Dawn Dorris
Brittany Williams
Dorothy Williams

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Douglas & Pamela Bennett
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CELEBRATING WITH THE SAINTS

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Anita Grace
Mary Beatty
Catherine Gray
Dwayne Bunch, Jr
John E. Harris, Jr

Gerald Head
Denise Pitts
Kristopher Smith, Sr
Lisa McGriff

Cindy Brown
Laura Hughes
JoAnn Jewell
Brian Bryant

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

James & Deborah Allsop
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PARISH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Rev. Theorphlis (Top) Borden has recently returned from the Adelynrood
Retreat and Conference Center in Byfield, Massachusetts where she completed her course work at The School for Spiritual Direction to become a spiritual
director. The school is one of several ministries offered at Adelynrood offering women and men an opportunity to visit and discover new resources for
spiritual development.
Owned and operated by SCHC (The Society of the Companions of the Holy
Cross), Adelynrood is a facility that offers various retreats and classes for enhancing our spiritual growth and journeys. Top has been a companion of
SCHC for nine years, and through that affiliation became aware of the opportunity to become a spiritual director.
She returned from the August 2017 class rejuvenated with the energy to continue her mission to help others find meaning beyond the moment, discover
their true selves and to grow closer to God and to one another. As a graduate
of the program, Top feels privileged to fulfill her responsibility as a spiritual
director.
She is committed to walking with those who desire guidance on their journey
to satisfy a longing for a deeper awareness of God’s presence and love

Submitted by: Evelyn Perkins

ARTICLES OF INTEREST
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PARISH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
This spring the Village of Woodlawn honored The Rev. Theorphlis (Top)
Borden with their 2017 Lawn Beautification Award. Thrilled and surprised by
the recognition, Top was also delighted to find that the deer did not eat the
blossoms off her yellow petunias where the village placed the sign announcing the award.

Submitted by: Evelyn Perkins
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Just in Time for Christmas Shopping
ETHNIC QUILT FESTIVAL
And more…!!!

Saturday, November 18, 2017
Place: St. Simon of Cyrene Episcopal Church
Parish Hall
810 Matthews Dr. (enter off of Douglas)
Time: 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

All quilts are designed with you in mind!
Hope you will come browse and buy!

Don’t forget to mark your CALENDAR !
Sponsor: St. Simon’s Sewing Guild
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PARISH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

143rd ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE DIOCESE OF SOUTHERN
OHIO – NOVEMBER 10TH & 11TH, 2017 - at the Hyatt Regency,
Cincinnati, OH

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE SCHEDULE 8:00 PM
No Service Christmas Day
Check the website for additional information

1ST QUARTER GRAPEVINE DEADLINE – The next issue of the
Grapevine is December 16, 2017. Article should be submitted to Dorothy
Williams at dwilli4425@aol.com or stsimonsoffice@fuse.net. Please look
at the format of this quarter Grapevine, this is what we would love to see
articles about us as well as family stories – let us hear how you spent your
winter, prayers, recipes etc.
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VESTRY ACTIONS
 Replace canopy at the back door
 Install Cincinnati Bell Fioplics Internet
 Purchase telephone for the offices

OUTREACH
COMMUNITY SUPPER STATISTICS: Lives we touched during the
Following month: August 90, September (cancelled). October 10th at
6:00 pm …. Volunteers and donations welcomed. Speak with James Allsop
if concerns.

THANKSGIVING BASKET GIVEAWAY – baskets will be delivered to
needy families in the Lincoln Heights, Woodlawn and Lockland neighborhoods.
 If you need a basket, please contact the office at 771-4828 and
sign-up.
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LITURGY AND WORSHIP

LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITOR
2ND & 4TH Sunday:

Rev. Theorphlis Borden
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

ADVICE FROM A SUNFLOWER:





Stand Tall
Hold Your Head high
Spread Seeds of Happiness
Stay on the Sunny Side

Submitted by: Rudena Williams
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And
WORSHIP
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ALTAR GUILD-Beatrice Dorris,
Chairperson

1st Saturday 3rd Saturday:
Rosie Holloway* Mary Beatty*
Beatrice Dorris, Pearl Jordan
Olga Simpson

2nd Saturday: 4th Saturday:
Beatrice Dorris * Melba Garcia *
Shirley Miller Beatrice Dorris

*Team Leader

If you would like to serve on the Altar
Guild please speak to Chairperson Beatrice Dorris
We are in need of volunteers!
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ST. SIMON OF CYRENE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
LINCOLN HEIGHTS, OH
513-771-4828 FAX: 513-771-7388
Father Bill: billscrivener47@gmail.com
Email: (Administrator) Stsimonsoffice@fuse.net
WEBSITE: WWW.SSOCEC.org
WORSHIP SERVICES
SUNDAY
9:00 a.m. HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
9:00 a.m. Youth Sunday School
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas Breidenthal, Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Kenneth Price, Jr. /Suffragan Bishop of Southern Ohio
The Rt. Rev. Nedi Rivera, Assisting Bishop
The Rev. William Scrivener, Priest In Charge
The Rev. Dr. Colenthia Hunter, Deacon
The Rev. Theorphlis Borden, Deacon
The Rev. James Mobley, Deacon
Rosie Holloway, Senior Warden
Joe Dorris, Junior Warden
Douglas Bennett, Treasurer
Dr. Daniel Pater, Director of Music

VESTRY MEMBERS:
Mary Beatty- Vestry Secretary, James Allsop, Ralph Edwards,
LaVerne Mitchell, Denise Pitts, Mary Stenson.
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